The efficacy of intramuscular 15 methyl prostaglandin E2 in second-trimester abortion. Coagulation and hormonal aspects.
Termination of pregnancy in the second trimester is sometimes associated with serious complications. This led to clinical investigation seeking methods superior to the traditional technique utilizing hypertonic saline. Intra-amniotic administration of naturally occurring prostaglandin F2-alpha has been developed and appears to be advantageous--especially in the area of coagulation stability. This study describes a technique for intramuscular administration of a prostaglandin analogue--15 methyl prostaglandin E2. This analogue is much more potent than the natural compound. Administration to 32 patients resulted in abortion in 28. The coagulation milieu remained completely intact and all other parameters were similar to previous published data for prostaglandin administration. There were no infections in this group of patients.